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Joun V. 44. 


How can Ye believe, which receive Ho- 
nour one of another, and ſeek not the 
Honour that cometh from God only? 


HE Reprehenſion of the Text has in 
appearance but little relation to the 
preſent Solemnity; neither the Pow- 
ers here to be conferred, nor the 
Character aſſumed, being a reaſonable ground, 
for the Charge of that criminal Ambition, cen- 
ſured by our Saviour, as one principal Source of 
Infidelity, 8 | 
Bo r, as the Imputation has in fact unjuſtly 
fallen, where it might leaſt have been ſuſpected ; 
and as the brighteſt Ornaments of the Epiſcopal 
Dignity have not been ſecure from the popular 
Alperſion of taking too much upon them, and 
Lirding it over God's Heritage: It may in ſome 
meaſure obviate the Prejudice of this. Accuſa- 
tion, to expoſe the Iniquity itſelf, in its proper 


Colours; even in the preſence of the Order af- 
fected by it. 


A 
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Tur Phariſees, to whom the Reproof i; 
immediately applied, ſtand fully convicted, 
from their known Character. The Apoſtle 
themſelves, were not all, entirely exempt from 
the Infirmity. And Inſtances of the ſame Wezk. 
neſs, have in all ages been unhappily diſcover. 
ed, among the Succeſſors of the Apoſtles. Vet, 
injurious were it, ſhould the Order be wounded 
by the Diſcovery ; where Perſonal Deficiencies 
ought only to be cenſured. Nor will even Theſe, 
ſo frequently occur as the Object of Reproach, 
if the State of that Diſtinction, referred to in 
the words before Us, betwixt the innocent pur- 
ſuit of True Honour, and the dangerous im- 
preſſions of an Ambitious Spirit, be attended to, 

thro' its ſeveral Circumſtances and Relations. 
Tux Honour, which men receive one of an- 
other, and the Honour which cometh from God 
only, are evidently ſet in Contradiſtinction to 
each other. The Former, not as abſolutely and 
ſimply Evil; (the excluſive Clauſe ſufficiently 
implying the Innocency of it, in other Caſes) 
but only ſo, when aſpired to, with the neglect 
of the Latter, in all Events more eligible, And 
the more remarkable Obliquity of this partial 
Preference, is here noted, in its Oppoſition to 
the Dictates of Religion and Virtue. 


I. WiTH 
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I. Wirk the View then above propoſed, 
the firſt Thing to be obſerved is, That the De- 
fire of Honour, even the Honour of this World, 
is not to be reputed in itſelf, as abſolutely and 
ſimply Evil: — "Tis only ſo, when interfereing 
with the Honour that cometh from God only. 


THERE is indeed a peculiar Blefſednefs pro- 
nounced upon Thoſe, who, far from receiving 
Honour, are reviled and perſecuted, in this world, 
and ſhall have all manner of Evil ſpoken againſt 
them falſely, for Chriſt's ſake: Their Reward 
ſhall be great in Heaven. And that terrible De- 
nunciation, on the other Hand; Hoe be unto 
You, when all Men ſhall fpeak well of You, may 
ſeem to be as far from recommending the In- 
nocence and Value of an honourable Diſtinc- 
tion ; if the Favourites of the World, are to be 
entirely excluded from being the Favourites of 

Bur tho' Life itſelf, and all the Comforts 
and Enjoyments of Life are to be refigned, in 
the Cauſe of God; and tho? ſuch an acceptable 
Sacrifice hath the Promiſe of an exceeding great 
Reward ; It cannot certainly be rational to ar- 
gue, that therefore, Life is not- to be defired ; 
or, that there is the leaſt Shew of Evil, in en- 

A 2 deavouring 
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deavouring by Lawful methods to maintain and 
preſerve it. With as little appearance of Rea. 
ſon, can any thing be collected from hence, to 
depreciate the juſt Eſteem, of a Station, and x 
Name, due to real Merit; much leſs, to black. 
en the Deſire of it, with the Imputation of 
Guilt, 

AND, with whatever Apprehenſions, that 
impending Woe, may and ought to ſtrike the 
Conſciences of all, who either ſeek to purchaſe 
the Approbation of Men, by unjuſtifiable Com- 
pliances, or to render it ſubſervient to impious 
Purpoſes, (a Reſtriction evidently intended in 
that place, as well from the ſubſequent Inſtance 
of Illuſtration, for ſo did their Fathers to the falſe 
Prophets, as from the foregoing Threats of a 
like nature, and neceſſarily requiring like de- 
grees of limitation) It cannot any otherwiſe at- 
fect the Deſire of a ſuperior Station in Life, 
than that of any other Acquiſitions, external or 
intellectual; which in themſelves are the Ta- 
Tents of Divine Beneficence, and only criminal 
in their Abuſe. 

As Men by Nature are formed with Faculties 
adapted to the mutual Service of each other; 
and as the Bounty of Providence is not to be ſo 
confined, as that the Influence of its Gifts ſhould 


be thought to terminate, in the firſt and imme- 
diate 
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diate Object of them; but others are to ſhare 
the Bleſſing, tho' ſeemingly appropriated : It is 
but rational to inferr, that whatever acquired 
Improvements, thoſe Faculties and Gifts are ca- 
pable of, muſt regularly take the ſame Courſe, 
and be conducted to the ſame End. | 

Tus it is, with regard to the Honour of 
2 Diſtinction, acquired by a faithful Diſcharge 
and Enlargement of Talents committed in Truſt. 
Its Virtue is diffuſive, like the Odour of à pre- 
ciaus Ointment, Not content with doing Juſtice 
to the Character, in whom it principally reſides, 
It becomes Exemplary in its Effects, by exci- 
ting the induſtrious Emulation of others. 

Ir this then be admitted, as an unexception- 
able Evidence of the Excellency of an Honour- 
able Superiority, that it is of ſo great Advantage 
to the reſt of the World; the very ſame Conſi- 
deration will yet evince it further, when applied 
to the Perſon, who' is thus juſtly diſtinguiſhed. 
To Him, it is Excellent, as it honours him with 
a Capacity of. being ſo highly beneficial. By 
Virtue hereof, He becomes a ſpecial Inſtrument 
in the hand of Providence; commiſſioned to 
great and noble Purpoſes, with Powers pro- 
portioned to the Extent of his Commiſſion. 

Ir it be a juſt Remark, that a Reputation, 
once blemiſhed, leaves a certain Stain upon our 

beſt 
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beſt Performances; it is as obſervable, on the 
other hand, with what a favourable Prejudice 
every Action is attended, in One of an eſtabliſh. 
ed Credit. Even his Infirmities, are either de. 
fended, or connived at; and the moſt ungrate. 
ful Offices of Admonition and Reproof, are ad- 
miniſtered by him, with a peculiar Approbation 
and Succeſs. 

AN d, as the Advantage of ſuperior Improve 
ments, when regularly conducted, will from an 
expreſs Promiſe entitle the Poſſeſſor, to expect 
higher degrees of the Divine Beneficence, in 
this reſpect it may be aſſerted further, that the 
Favour of the World, which may grow from 
theſe Improvements, is thus far our Qualifica- 
tion for the Favour of God; and as ſuch, may 
ſecurely be eſteemed, as a Pledge and Aſſurance 
of Advancement in the End, to Future Glory. 

IN Confirmation of theſe Reflexions, We 
may take in the Weight of an Apoſtolical Ex- 
ample ; — One, who eſteemed it no blemiſh in 
his Conduct, that He was careful to conform it 
to the good Opinion of the World, by provi- 
ding for honeſt things, not only in the Sight of tht 
Lord, but alſo in the Sight of Men; — And, 
who alſo propoſed things that were of good Re- 
port, and excited Men by the prevalent Motive 


of Praiſe, as not unworthy the ſtudious Proſe- 
cution 


| 7 

cution of thoſe, who were exhorted at the ſame 
time, to a diligent Attention, in their b 
tions to Truth, Honour, and Virtue. 

Bu T neither Theſe, nor other Illuſtrations, 
which might have been alledged, tho' ſufficient 
to juſtify the Deſire of Honour in this World, 
conſidered abſolutely, and in itſelf, will be able to 
plead for it, in another Light, wherein Our 
Saviour has here en it. For, 


II. SECONDLY, If it is to be purſued, with 
the negle& of that Honour, which cometh from 
Cad only, in all Events more eligible, then is it, 
that it deviates into a Criminal Ambition. 


To judge impartially the merits of this Con- 
teſt, the Import of that Honour, which is diſ- 
tinguiſhed, as coming from God only, is to be 
impartially weighed ; — An Honour, ſo pecu- 
larly the Produce of the Divine Favour and Ap- 
probation, as not to be derived from any other 
fountain, nor communicated upon other Terms, 
but what are perfectly conſiſtent with the Ho- 
nour of God himſelf ; — A Truth, entirely con- 
formable to Man's primary Apprehenſions of 
the Divine Nature, and to the Dictates of that 
Religion, which are the only Meaſure of his 
dubjection. 


Tax 
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Tur Goodneſs of God cannot but flow in, 
upon our firſt Conceptions of his Eſſence, and 
leads Us directly to regard Him, as the only 
Happineſs of Man. As in Him are collected all 
the infinite Treaſures of Eſſential Bounty and 
Beneficence, we neceſſarily look upon Him, as 
diſpenſing the Influence of Theſe, moſt ſuitably 
to his own Glory, in advancing the Glory of his 
faithful Servants. And this, the Principles of 
that Obedience, which We owe to a Being, 
thus infinitely Good, engage Us to purſue, un- 
der the notion of our Reward. Happineſs is the 
final Recompence propoſed, and with Certainty 
expected ; — And Happineſs derived at ſuch an 
infinite Diſtance, as from the Creator to the 
Creature, is certainly an Honour, that claims 
our higheſt Reverence and Ambition. 
In Conformity with this Principle, God hath 
not left Us, even in this World, without ſuffi- 
cient Witneſs of thoſe Honours, He has reſer- 
ved for Us. He has his diſtinguiſhing Favours, 
which He beſtows as preſent Pledges ; and thelc 
are the comfortable foretaſtes, of what He in- 
tends for Us hereafter, 
Bor then, theſe are not always to be expect- 
ed, ſo apparently, in the viſible Courſe of bis 
Ordinary Providence, as in the ſecret Satisfaction 


of a Good Man's Conſcience, and the well- 
grounded 
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grounded Hopes of a bleſſed Immortality. Here, 
He may meet with an Applauſe, as far ſurpaſſ- 
ing the Triumphs and Acclamations of a popular 
Eſteem, as ſuperior to the Cenſures, and invin- 
cible to the Menaces, of an ungrateful World. 
Whether flattering Smiles, or infolent and ma- 
licious Frowns attack him from without, He 
can reſolutely take Sanctuary within his own 
Breaſt, and there be fully ſatisfied from Himſelf. 
The World can neither rob him of this Ho- 
nour, nor propoſe any Equivalent ſo effectual, 

25 to engage him to forgoe the Glory of it. 
THERE is alſo, in the Progreſs of Virtue 
itlelf, (which, among other good and perfect Gifts, 
ts from above, and cometh down from the Father 
of Lights) when uniform and unaffected, ſteady 
and compoſed, ſo amiable a Character, impreſſ- 
ed in ſo lively a manner, as to command Eſteem 
and Veneration, even where it fails of being 
imitated, For tho' the Perſons of Good Men, 
are frequently expoſed to Infamy and Contempt, 
and their Names caſt out as evil, for the Son of 
Man's Sake, yet how ſeldom do We meet with 
that hardy Spirit, who dares openly to attack 
Virtue, as the Object of his profeſſed Averſion ? 
And even before the Man of diſtinguiſhed Pie- 
ty can decently be made a Sacrifice, it muſt be 
pretended at leaſt, that He has apoſtatiſed from 
B _ Virtue; 
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| upon the weights; no wonder, if they prove 


caution only (tho' called upon to aſſiſt; — 
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Virtue; or his Virtues are to be obſcured, by 
Slander and DetraCtion. — A tacit Confeſſion, 
that Virtue in itſelf, is ſacred and inviolable, and 
in the unprejudiced Opinion of Mankind, high. 
ly honourable and approved. 

HERE then lies that Excellency of Dignity 
and Honour, ſufficient to charge the Ballance 
againſt all the Glories of this World: — The 
Conſciouſneſs of Virtue, permanent and eternal; 
with its ineſtimable Rewards, both preſent and 
future ; in oppoſition to all the flattering Allure- 
ments of an empty, temporary Applauſe, 

Bu T if theſe are found wanting; if deceitful 


lighter, than even Vanity itſelf. The vain glo- 
rious Appetites will prevail, when the Reſtraints 
of Religion are taken out of the way ; and a 
kind of Idolatrous Tyranny be erected, upon 
the Ruins of Conſcience and Integrity. At leaſt, 
the Temptations will appear fo lively, and 6 
affecting, as with the Strength of human Pre- 


which is not commonly the Caſe) not eaſily to 
be reſiſted with Succeſs. 

THoss repeated Aſſurances of Advance- 
ment, in the Court of Balak, were enough to 
have ſtaggered a Diſpoſition, far more reſolute 
and inflexible, than Balaam's ; Had not the Ob- 

| ligations 
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ligations of his Duty, been ſupernaturally repre- 
ſented to him, upon the Occaſion, as highly 
ſuperior to any Views of temporal Intereſt. 
And even Balak ſaw the motive (tho He ſaw it 
with the Deriſion of an Infidel) of the Prophet's 
uncourtly Behaviour. I thought indeed, ſays He, 
tn have promoted thee to great Honour ; But bo! 
the Lord hath kept thee back from Honour. And 
in reply, Balaam fixes This, as the utmoſt Li- 
mit of His, and every Good Man's compliance, 
(further than which, the moſt inviting Proſpect 
of Preferment could not engage him to proceed) 
I cannot go, beyond the Commandment of the Lord. 


III. Bu T theſe are general Remarks. We 
may thirdly, obſerve the more remarkable Obli- 
quity of this partial Preference, in its noted Op- 
poſition to the dictates of Religion and Virtue, 


Many of the principal Poctrines of Chriſ- 
tanity are affected by it Many pernicious Qua- 
lities, in fact attending it, too evidently diſcover 
ts Inconfiſtency, with the Simplicity and Stea- 
dineſs of Chriſtian Practice. 

Tur Perfection of a Religious FAI H 
conſiſts, in caſting down Imaginations, and every 
bigh thing, that exalteth itſelf againſt the Know- 

ledge of God, and bringing into Captivity, every 
B 2 Thought, 
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Thought fo the Obedience of Chriſt, There is 2 
Submiſſive Deference to be paid to the ſublime 
Myſteries of Revelation. The things of the Spiri 
of God, are fooliſhneſs unto the Natural Myy, 
And yet, with, all his boaſted Wiſdom, and the 
acquired Improvements of his Knowledge, He 
muſt ſubmit to become a Fool, that He may ts 
truly wiſe. 

AN p will This be conſiſtent with the Scep- 
tical purſuits, the lofty Views and Expectations, 
of the Wiſe, of the Scribe, of the Diſputer of thi 
World? Vanity is no where more conſpicuous, 
or more obſtinate, than in theſe projecting Spi- 
rits. To be limited, within the Circuit of Eſta- 
bliſhments, tho ever ſo well grounded, is with 
l them, little and inglorious. Singularity will fe. 
Will parate them from the credulous Multitude, and 
"| make them 4 Name, and a Praiſe in the Earth, 
1 HUMILITY, is a Virtue eminently con- 
j | | ſpicuous in the Chriſtian Law. The firſt in or- 
der of our Saviour's liſt of Evangelical Bleſſings, 
| is pronounced upon the Poor in Spirit. And 
| We are called upon, to be ſubject, one to an 
| other; in Honour preferring one another. There 
are Offices due to Perſons of the loweſt rank, 
from the diſcharge of which, the higheſt are not 
exempt. A truly Chriſtian Condeſcenfion 1s 
fired with the Glory, of excelling i in advances ol 
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avour and eſteem in behalf of ochers; chooſing 
rather to wave the pretenſions of any valuable 
perſection in itſelf, than by- proclaiming every 
Man his own Goodneſs; to diminiſh the Charae- 
ter of others, which might poſſibly ſuffer by the 
Compariſon. 

BuT, what an irreconcileable Antipathy i is 
there to this Duty, in the partial Fondneſs of an 
aſpiring Mind? — Fond of every opportunity to 
recommend itſelf, and with the moſt ſcrupulous 
Horror, averſe to every the leaſt notice of its 
own Defeats. If the Man ſubmits to caſt his 
Eyes below him, tis only to collect matter for 
his Pride and Inſolence. Should He palliate the 
faults of others; or, with a charitable Tender- 
neſs undertake to repreſent their actions in the 
moſt favourable Light ; much more, ſhould He 
condeſcend to give Merit -its juſt Praiſe, this 
might be of dangerous Conſequence to his own 
Views, as He might poſſibly from hence excite 
1 Rival to Himſelf — But, to yield and ſubmit, 
in point of Honour, is a Thought yet. more 
| terrible and ſhocking. — So juſt and rational 
was the Oppoſition, in the Precept of the Apoſ- 
tle, betwixt two the moſt incompatible Diſpoſi- 


tions; Mind not high things; but condeſcend to 
Men of lny Eſtate, 
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A ConTEMPT of the World, and the | 
Glories of it, for Conſcience ſake, is anothe; 
principal Doctrine of the Goſpel of Chriſt, |; 
is poſſible indeed, that Many may not be called 
to this Trial. Perſecution is not the Lot of all. 
But that all, who profeſs the Name of Chriſ, 
are to hold themſelves in readineſs, to endurs 
the Loſs of all things, whenever the Competition 
ſhall be ſtarted betwixt Intereſt and Duty, is nt 
to be diſputed, as a Matter dubious or unreaſon- 
able. 

Bur, Take up thy Croſs daily, and follmo im, 
is a hard Saying in the Ears of One, whoſe af 
fections are ſtrongly rooted in the Enjoyments 
of Life, and nouriſhed under the pleaſing Pro- 
ſpect of growing Grandeur and Advancement. 
And yet, to graſp at all, and at the ſame to it 
looſe to all, are certainly Services as incompa- 
tible with each other, as the Maſters they relate 
to, are invariably oppoſite : Ie cannot ſerve Gd 
and Mammon. 

As inconſiſtent with True Religion, are 
many pernicious Qualities, in fact the inſepar- 
able Attendants of Ambition. Two are princi- 
pally remarkable. The Want of Sincerity, and 
the Want of Religious Courage. — The One, 
an Inſult upon every good Principle; — The 
Other, the Parent of every Vice. 


T RUTH 
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TzuUuTH is often too bold and inſolent an 
Intruder, to find a favourable Admittance with 
the Great and Powerful ; — Seldom, will it help 
to advance, or recommend. The Language of 
Ambition will be ſoft and ſeaſonable ; Diſguiles, 
and Art, and Courteſy, having a much more 
promiſing Aſpect, than unbiafſed Honeſty and 
Integrity. | 

UNDER this encouragement are introduced, 
all thoſe well-known Strains of Diſſimulation 
and Flattery, ſo ſpeciouſly practiſed, both in 
public and private Lite ; — That hardly-to-be- 
ſuſpeted Affectation of Good-nature and Bene- 
volence, expreſſing itſelf in an eaſy Indolence of 
| being pleaſed with every thing that paſſes ; — 
That abaſement of Characters and Relations, 
however reſpectable; which the Ambitious 
Mind is ever prepared to ſubmit to; — And, 
That vileſt of all Proſtitutions, the Maſk of 
Conſcience, Piety and Devotion. 

AND as to the Want of Religious Courage 
and Reſolution, it is as evident, that neither 
Piety nor Integrity, can long maintain their Sta- 
tion, while liable to be ſhaken, by every appre- 
henſion of Terror. The Look of an Ambitious 
Proſtitute, is indeed frequently bold and reſolute 
enough; But, how his Breaſt is continually 
haraſſed with tumults and diſorders of another 


kind, 


it is more terrible than Death; and all Method; 
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kind, He has it not in his Power, always to 
conceal. Fear diſcovers itſelf, to be the govern. 
ing Principle of his Soul, and to conduct the 
Motion of his Actions and Deſigns. No Eyil 
can be more affecting to him, than Infamy and 
Diſgrace. Tho' it be only a Name of Reproach, 


will be held juſtifiable, to guard againſt the In- 
ſults of Calumny and Detraction. 

Trex Wiſe Man obſerves, That the Fear if 
Man bringeth a Snare. There is Treachery in 
the firſt Impreſſion, as it robs a Man of thoſe 
Succours, which might uſefully be employed, 
to obviate his Danger : But greater Treachery 
in the Event, as it propoſes the Uſe of ſuch pre- 
ſent Remedies, as however promiſing in appear- 
ance, - cannot but betray to more important 
Dangers. What thoſe are, is ſufficiently im- 
plied, in the Expoſtulation of the Prophet, 
Who art Thou, that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of d 
Man that ſhall die, and of the Son of Man, ul 
ſhall be made as Graſs; and forgetteſt the Lord 
thy Maker? As if the Conſequence were in 1 
manner irreſiſtible, from entertaining, and grove- 
ling under the laviſh Suggeſtions of the One, 
to renouncing Confidence and Security in the 
Other. | | 


THESE 
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Tus then muſt be reputed, as Certain 
Evidences of the Obliquity of this ardent Thirſt 
after Human Honour and Eſteem : — Stand- 
ing ſo apparently condemned, as an Enemy of 
all Righteouſneſs ; — The Perverter of Simpli- 
city and Truth ; — And a conſtant Check to 
the Diſcharge of Religious Obligations. 

Tx 1s complicated Charge, however diſagre- 
able in Deſcription, cannot but enliven the plea- 
ſing Impreſſions of a more Illuſtrious Scene. 
And will not the Contraſt, which has been in 
View thro' the Whole, ſecure the Subject, from 
being maliciouſly, or even inadvertently applied; 
and add Dignity to an Ambition, every way the 
Reverſe, both in its Motives and Productions? 


WHAT are the Honours of this Sacred Of- 
ice, the Object of our preſent Attention, but 
Honours of Apoſtolical Inſtitution ? And 
therefore, in their Purſuit, Innocent at leaſt : — 
in their Acquiſition, the Venerable Support of 
anxious Cares, and Labours. — Honours, in a 
ſtrict Propriety, coming from Gdd only. — Honours, 
recommended as defireable, under the Character of 
a good Work. — Honours, in a double proportion, 
aligned to the important Duty, of Ruling Well. 
Tux detracting Scoffer then will moſt groſ- 
ly pervert the Nature of things, by reducing 
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theſe Honours, to the Standard of aſſuming Va. 
nity, in order to render them the Subject of his 
Derifion. In this their primary Allotment, they 


are by no means the proper Fewel of worldly 


Ambition; The Dignity, and the Office, being 
in fact ſo intimately connected, as under the 
Protection of One common Origin, to claim in 
common, the ſame Veneration and Regard. 
Bur if Offence be taken at the Splendor of 
Secular Acquiſitions ; — Titles, Power, and Re- 
venue, grafted upon a Spiritual Promotion ; — 
allowing the Caſe, under theſe Circumſtances, 
to be the ſame with that of merely Sccular Pro- 
motions ; and that even the Office of a Biſhop 
may, under this Character, be aſpired to, with 
Siniſter Views, and under Siniſter Directions; 
— Yet, what will be the Conſequence? — 
Surely, not that it is neceſſarily ſo in fact. 
This would be more, than ought to be aſſumed 
from a bare Poſſibility. — Nor, if a Deſire of 
the Honours of this World, is not ſimply Evil, 
can any reaſon be aſſigned, why it ſhould be re- 


puted ſo, in the Caſe before Us. For, where 


the Object of purſuit is innocent, and the Mea- 
ſures applied, no other than juſtifiable ; and cl- | 
pecially, where the noted Criterion is wanting, 
appealed to by our Bleſſed Saviour, — the eui- 


dent Traces of Irreligion and Infidelity, — The 
Charge | 
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charge will but Aim, where it cannot poſſibly 
Wound, and hardly be of force, to leave even 
the Scar of Infamy behind it. 

Ax p, while the Fountain of Honour conti- 
' nues to flow pure and undefiled; — while the 
Streams of Royal Favour are directed to the 
promotion of Piety and Religion, in the Choice 
of fit Perſons to Preſide in the Government of 
the Church; — while the Polity of this Society 
reſides with Thoſe, who are reverenced, as the 
Ornament of their Profeſſion, and a lively Ex- 
emplar to ſucceſſive Paſtors; the Imaginary 
Guilt of an aſpiring Ambition, will fly before 
the Face of unſullied Integrity and Merit, and 
leave no Countenance for the Reproaches of un- 
rcalonable Men. 
WHILE the Learning, the Piety, the Loy- 
alty of thoſe, who are called to ſo Honourable 
a Miniſtration, are exerted with Vigour and In- 
trepidity, againſt the Attacks of Superſtitious 
Ignorance and Fallacy, — of Infidelity and Pro- 
phaneneſs, — of perjured Treaſon and Sedition ; 
— The Aids of whatever Secular Advantages 
may attend them, will, and ought to be eſtima- 
ted, not barely as things Innocent in themſelves 
| but, as the Reward of Labours, tending to the 
Public Proſperity, and effectual Inſtruments of 
their Succeſs, 
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From the ſenſible Fruits, and future pro. 
ſpect of this Succeſs, the preſent Generation may 
be inſtructed, how to value their own Happi. 
neſs. May We learn, not to calumniate and 
accuſe the vigilant Aſſertors of our Religious and 
Civil Liberties; nor enviouſly to Cavil at thoſe 
Diſtinctions of Superiority, ſo wiſely calculated 
for the nobleſt Purpoſes. 

BurT if Prejudice and Impiety are till to 
triumph; and preſumptuous Men will judge, 
or even make, themſelves un worthy to ſhare the 
Bleſſing, Poſterity will, We hope, receive it 
and rejoice in it. When They ſhall taſte the 
Fruits, thus happily entailed, They cannot but 
look back, with Reverence, to the Hand of the 
laborious and faithful Steward; and efteem Hin 
very highly in Love, for his Works ſake. 

AND, May the Honours of this weighty 
Truſt, aſpired to with Integrity and Zeal for 
God's Service, deſcend to Aſter- ages, with an 
ample Increaſe of Veneration, and their Excel- 
lence be recorded, in every grateful Heart, till 
Temporal Honours ſhall be no more ;—till ſwal- 
lowed up and conſummated in never-fading, 
and Eternal Honour. 
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